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Appl . NO. 10/09X,380 

Amcai:. dated Noventber la,. 2 0 03 

Reply to office Action of July 22, 2003 

Claims lx-24, 25 are pendling in tills application wltli claim 24 
being amended. 

Tn tlie Office Action, claim 24 was aaid to Jbe allowable if 
rewritten in Independent form Including all of tbe limitations of 
the base claim and any intervening claim. Therefore, claim 24 
has been amended to include the limitations of claim 11. It Is 
respectfully submitted that claim 24 is now in condition for 
allowance. 

Claims 11-13, 16, 18-29, 21 and 25 were rejected under 35 USC 
102(b) as anticipated by Maue et al (US 5,785,532) for the 
reasons stated In the Office Action. 

The present claimed invention recites an instrument panel for a 
motor vehicle comprising at least one electronic component which 
is arranged on a carrier and/or one plug part. Electrical leads 
are conduct ively connected to the electronic component and/or the 
plug part. The carrier (3, 10, 19) has protruding contact pins 
(6, 13, 22, 23) which are connected to the electronic component 
(4, 11, 21) and/or to the plug part (14, 20). The electrical 
leads (7, 15, 24) are attached to the contact pins <6, 13, 22, 
23) . 
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Maue et al dlscloee a. power dls^rll>utlon Isox exCendllxig CHrougb a 
bulkhead of an autiomotlve venicle. Pl^re 3 of Maue et al 
lllustiarates an " Inatarument panel for- a motor- vehicle comprlBing 
at least one electronic component which is arranged on a 
carrier" . Furthermore, Figure 3 of Maue et al al illustrates 
"electrical leads which are conduct ively connected to the 
electronic component", and the "carrier" has "protruding contact 
pins". However, Maue et al neither disclose nor suggest that 
"the electrical leads are attached to the contact pins" as in the 
present claimed invention. Additionally, in Figure 2, Maue et al 
disclose electrical leads 80 cozmected to plugs 26. However, 
Maue et al neither disclose nor suggest that these plugs- 26 are 
connected to the printed circuit board (Figure 3, element 114) , 
Furthermore, Maue et al neither disclose nor suggest that the 
plugs 26 are connected to the pins 130. However, even if one 
assumes that the plugs 26 disclosed In Figure 2 are plugged into 
the pins 130 as disclosed in Figure 3, Maue et al still neither 
disclose nor suggest the present invention as claimed in claim 
11. Maue et al neither disclose nor suggest the electrical leads 
being connected direefaly to the pins as in the present claimed 
invention. In fact, Maue et al disclose the electrical leads 80 
are directly connected to the plug element 26, which may be 
plugged onto the pins 130 • This is unlike the present claimed 
invention wherein, as is clearly stated in claim ii and on pages 
4-5 of the specification, a plug part 12 having a contact pin 13 
is attached to the carrier 10 and that an end of the electrical 
lead 15 is wo\ind around the contact pint 13 . 

In view of the above remarks. It is respectfully submitted that 
the present claimed invention is not anticipated by Maue et al . 
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As Claims 12-13, 16, 18-2 0 « 21 and 25 are aependLent upon 
allowable claim 11, it is respectfully submitted thiit claims 
12-13, 16; 18-20, 21 and 25 are allowable £or tlis same reasons as 
discussed above witli respect to claim 11. Thus, ±t is furtlier 
respectfully submitted that tbis rejection baa been satisfied and 
should be withdrawn. 

Claims 11-13, 15-21 and 25 were rejected under 35 use 102 (b) as 
anticipated by viertel et al (US 5,203,623) on the grounds set 
forth in the Office Action. 

Viertel et al disclose a frame which could be Identified as an 
"instrument panel" (see Figure 2) . Applicant respectfully 
disagrees with the Kxamlner's interpretation of viertel et al . 
Specifically, the Kxamlner states that the carrier is the plastic 
body of the visor and the mieroswltch and the further identified 
the mieroswltch 29 as an electronic component. If the 
mieroswltch 29 is Intended to be the electronic component than 
mieroswltch 29 la both the electronic component and the carrier. 
According to the features of claim 11 of the present invention, 
the electronic component is arranged on a carrier. This carrier 
may be only a part of the Instrument panel. The "carrier" 
according to Figure 2 of Viertel et al therefore do not have 
"protruding contact pins" but only a plastic holder 28. 
Applicant is unclear why the Bxamlner views the mieroswltch 29 as 
a "carrier" with "protruding pins" as the description clearly 
discloses that the mieroswltch Is an electronic component (see 
column 2, lines 43-66). Furthermore, According to Viertel et al, 
the mieroswltch 29 (electrical component) , has the "protruding 
contact pins", not the "carrier" as in the present claimed 
invention, viertel et al neither disclose nor suggest having the 
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electrlcaX leads attaclied bo the contacb pins as ±n the present: 
claimed lnvezit:i.^n. 

in view of the above remarlcs, it is respectfully submitted that 
the present claimed invention is not aj:iticipated by Viertel et 
al. As claims 12-13, 15-21 and 25 are dependent upon allowable 
claim 11, it is respectfully submitted that- claims 12-X3, 15-21 
. and 2 5 are allowable for the same reasons as discussed above with 
respect to claim 11. Thus, it is further respectfully submitted 
that this rejection has been satisfied and should be withdrawn. 

Claims 11-13, 18-23 and 25 were rejected under 35 USC 102(b) as 
anticipated by Ha (us 5,584,208) for the reasons stated in the 
Office Action* 

Ha discloses a "motor vehicle" with an "instrument panel 39". 
The "electronic conqponents 20" are arranged on the "instrument 
panel 3S". Thus, the instrument panel is analocfous to the 
carrier of the present claimed invention. Blectrical leads 22 in 
Ha are attached to the electronic components 20. Prom looking at 
Figure 1 of Ha, it may be possible to see "protruding contact 
pins". However, unlike the present claimed invention, the pins 
in Ha protrude from the electronic component 20 , Ha neither 
discloses nor suggests the pins protruding from the carrier as in 
the present claimed invention. As the instrument panel 3 9 of Ha 
is analogous to the carrier of the present claimed invention, it 
is clear that the instrument panel 39 of Ha does not have any 
contact pins • 

in view of tne above remarks, it is respectfully siibmitted that 
the present claimed invention ±s not auatieipated by Ha. As 
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clalm3.X2-i3. 18-23 and 25 are dependent upon aXlowable claim xi, 
it is respectfully sutomltted that claims 13-X3, 18-23 and 25 are 
allowable for tHe same reasons as discussed above with respect to 
Claim XX. THUS, It is further respectfully submitted that this 
rejection has been satisfied and should be withdrawn. 

Claim 14 was rejected under 35 USC 103(a) as unpatentable over 
viertel et al (US 5,203,623) on the grounds set forth In the 
Office Action. 

The Bxamlner atates that It would have been obvious to Include 
winding the electrical lead ends around the contact pine. 
However, viertal et al neither disclose nor suggest having the 
contact pins protruding from the carrier as In the present 
Claimed invention. Nor does Viertal et al disclose or suggest 
having the electrical leads attached to the contact pins as In 
the present claimed invention. 

in view Of the above remarks, it Is respectfully submitted that 
viertel et al aada nothing that would make the present claimed 
invention unpatentable. As olaim is dependent upon allowable 
claim 11, it is respectfully submitted that Claim 14 is allowable 
for the same reasons as discussed above with respect to claim 11. 
Thus, it is further respectfully submitted that this rejection 
has been satisfied and should be withdrawn. 

in the Advisory Action of xo/30/o3 directed only to applicant's 
Amendment Upon Pinal Rejection filed October 7, 2003, the 
Examiner indicated that claim 2*, hxat not the other claims, would 
be allowable. in a telephone call to the Bxaminer, the Bxamlner 
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indicates that his then present opinion was the same aa that set 
forth in the Final Rejection office Action dated Jialy 22. aoo3. 

xt is believed that claim ii sets forth a novel invention, which 
la pot Shown in nor euggested by the figures of the cited art of 
Maue, Viertel and Ha. 

in accordance with the principles of this invention as set forth 
In the present specification, pins are px«cad on the carrier in 
locations which permit automatic wiring machinery to extend wires 
between pins of the carrier. Various ones of the pins connect 
with Plus parts, held by the carrier at positions in which the 
Plug parts Of the carrier can mete with corresponding plug parts 
of components carried by the carrier. 

TO demonstrate this construction of the Invention, there is 
presented new claim 26 that Is similar to claim li, hut states 
specifically that each of the electrical leads is attached to and 
extends between two of the contact pins. This statement may be 
implied by the language of claim li, end la specifically stated 
m new claim 27, which states that the electrical lead is an 
electric wire stretched between its two contact pi. 


Lns . 


in the rejection of claim 17, the Examiner relies on viertel to 
teach plastic foam for Insulation of electric wires. • But no foam 
13 mentioned in Viertel and, furthermore, loose wires, as shown 
in Viertel. cannot be insulated by a layer of foam because the 
wires might touch each other. Such wires must be held taut and 
spaced apart in order to be Insulated by a layer of foam. 
Aooordingiy, claim as calls for the layers of foam! 
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con.la„ea novel in =l.i„ B»mi„„. 

11' """" * ^- '"p- 

z-eacn agreement: to e^r^AH-n-^ ^ 

CO expedite Issuance of this appl±cat±< 


Lon. 


be lasued In tnia cas 
sine. p,...„, ^^^^^^^^ i„v«.elo„ 

TT r " nt i. ^.ii„« 

^^^^^^ ^^^^ 

by.. I l l 

MARTIN Ur.1 PARSER " / 

Applicant ^ 

Raltf^^'^f? Representative 
Registration wo. 22,345 

^IS^2*^^^tl£^^°»''i«''^einrf2«ffi^ Amendment 
Office on Novd|ber le, 2003. ^^^'Imile tiran.mitted to the Patent 

signed by Mar|Ui a. Faxtoar 

Dated: November le, 2003 

8 66 united Nations Plaza 
New York, NY 10 017 
(212) 758-2878 
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